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Current Name of the building
City, Country

Depicted item: Before and After pictures of Old Fairground Central Tower
Sources: Institute for the Protection of Cultural Property Belgrade
Dates: 2021 - 2024

0.1 accessibility
opening hours/ viewing arrangements. Identity of building/ group of buildings/ group of buildings/ landscape/
garden
Currently only the free standing building known as the Central Tower of Old Fairground is
presentable as a reconstructed cultural property. It is open to public, yet only by appointment. Write
to poseta@memorijalnicentar.rs

Data for identification

current name: Memorial Center “Old Fairground” Belgrade

former/original/variant name: Central Tower of Old Fairground Belgrade

address/ number(s) and name(s) of street(s): Sajmiste 1

town: Belgrade

province/ state: Serbia

post code: 11070

country: Serbia

geographic GPS coordinates:

44.812745°N 20.442246°E [ 44.812745, 20.442246

current typology: Public ADM, REC-museum, FNR-memorial center

former/original/variant typology: Public COM / commerce

comments on typology: has been changed three times since the time of construction. Originally
built as the fairground with numerous national pavilions and the Central Tower as the focal point in
the late 1930s, very soon after it was converted into a concentration camp run by Nazis.” After
World War II it was turned into social housing project for artists gradually becoming a neglected
slum. The memory of victims of the concentration camp remained vibrant - commemorated by a
few plaques and a massive monument. Only recently the most prominent building of Old
Fairground was turned into typology to more thoughtfully speak about the horrors from the 1940s.

Status of protection

protected by: Republic of Serbia
grade: national importance
date: 1987

valid for: assigned area

remarks: the cultural property was listed under the name the Old Fairground — Gestapo’s
Concentration Camp

1. History of building(s)
Chronology
Commission/ competition date: 1936
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Current Name of the building
City, Country

design period (s): 1936-38
start of site work: 1937
completion/inauguration: 1938

Relevant persons/organizations: Belgrade Municipality, Society for Fairs and Expositions

original owner(s)/patron(s): Belgrade Municipality

architect(s):

landscape/garden designer(s): Rajko Tati¢, Milivoje Trickovi¢, Djordje Lukic
other designer(s): Petar Zari¢

consulting engineer(s):

building contractor(s):

Other persons or events associated with the building(s)/site

name(s): Gestapo

association: German Reich

event(s): mass killing in the concentration camp
period: 1941-44

Summary of important changes after completion

type of change: conversion until the recent reconstruction and adoptive reuse

date(s): 1941, 1951, 2022

circumstances/reasons for change: the occupation by Nazi's in 1941; the belief of post-WWII
establishment that the Old Fairground did not fit into the grand urban vision for New Belgrade
during the 1950s.

effect of changes: devastation and neglect

persons/organisations involved: Gestapo and after-WWII urban planners.

Summary of important changes after restoration

type of change: Although the Old Fairground has been protected as complex with more than one
building, only the Central Tower has been treated during the recent restauration.

date(s): 2022-24

circumstances/reasons for change: The structure was devastated to the level of being
unrecognizable. Its architectural importance was invisible not only to general public but also to the
professionals.

effect of changes: It exposed one of the most important historical spots of Belgrade and reviled
original shapes and forms of a quite peculiar piece of Modernist architecture and urban design
from the 1930s.

persons/organisations involved: Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage - Belgrade, KOTO-
Doo (Company for construction, reconstruction and renovation)

2. Description of building(s)
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Current Name of the building
City, Country

Site/building character

Summarize main character and give notes on surviving site/building(s)/part(s) of area.
If a site: principle features and zones of influence; main elements in spatial composition.
If a building, main features, construction and materials,

The site of Old Fairground, still incudes a few pavilions from the 1930s which haven't been
use adequately. They are either fully abandoned and dilapidated or transformed into some
unrecognizable structures. The original urban design and landscaping is hardly recognizable, except
for fact that the Central Tower was the focal point of urban design from which the walking paths
were radially spread out, leading to the other pavilions. The reconstructed Central Tower, shows off
a specific regional characteristics of International Style. The architectural composition of the Tower
consisted of four geometric elements: a single-story base with a circular foundation, four trapezoidal
annexes on the ground floor at terrain level—positioned symmetrically relative to the center of the
base—and two shape-distinct segments of the tower, conceived as the tower’s pedestal and the
tower itself. The structure of the building is a skeleton system. The clear height of the ground floor is
4.50 m, while the first floor is 3.00 m. According to literature sources, the total height of the building
was 40.00 m. The ground floor level is raised by approximately 1.05 m relative to the terrain, while
the trapezoidal annexes are positioned at ground level. In the central part of the ground floor, there
is a square-shaped core measuring 5.80 m x 5.80 m, which houses a concrete staircase. The central
core of the structure consists of a spatial reinforced concrete (RC) lattice with its own foundation slab
and counter-beams, independent of the peripheral polygonal masonry part of the building that
extends to the level of the "star-shaped terrace" at the top of the tower's base. Inside the
aforementioned spatial RC lattice, which defines the footprint of the tower base, an additional,
narrower spatial lattice is formed, supported via massive horizontal RC beams on the elements of
the outer lattice. This inner lattice independently forms the structure of the tower above the "star-
shaped terrace" level. On the first floor, the role of the core is taken over by columns at the corners
of the square, interconnected by diagonals. This same construction is repeated in all three levels of
the tower base. Four concrete columns with a cross-section of 0.50 m x 0.50 m extend through the
center of the ground and first floors; their connection forms a square rotated by 45 degrees relative
to the core base. These columns functioned to support the loads from the glazed facade surfaces
that run along the entire height of the tower base. The existing mezzanine floor structure above the
ground floor was constructed as a ribbed RC slab with radially oriented ribs and a transverse
polygonal stiffening rib at mid-span. The ceiling above the first floor was formed by radially arranged
wooden beams—"tavanjace" (hewn logs)—with timber boarding on the upper side, above which was
a gently sloping wooden roof structure forming a shallow, radial mono-pitched roof.

Current use

of whole building/site: the Central Tower is the administrative and research center of the memorial
site — the Concentration Camp Old Fairground.

of principal components (if applicable):

comments:

Present condition

of whole building/site: Meticulously reconstructed and adopted to a new use.

of principal components (if applicable):
of other elements (if applicable):
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Current Name of the building
City, Country

of surrounding area (if applicable): The surrounding area and the rest of the buildings within the
protected zone are still neglected, yet a subject of humerous discussions and debates between the
planners, politicians and preservationists.

comments:

3. Evaluation of restoration/conservation
Give the scientific reasons for selection for docomomo documentation.

Intrinsic value

Technical evaluation: The project envisioned the reconstruction of the authentic floor area and
volume, a faithful appearance of the facades, the preservation of original architectural forms and
composition, original materialization, and the restoration of facade openings to their former
positions and sizes. It also includes the remediation of all damage and adaptation for an
administration building and newly established institutions. The reconstruction of the facades plans
to re-establish the layout of structural openings in their original size and shape. All subsequent
additions are slated for removal, while the original materialization is to be retained through
conservation and restoration.In the interior of the building, the dismantling of all partitions
constructed to date is planned. Through reconstruction, restoration, and adaptation, the goal was
the maximum preservation of original materials; where replacement was necessary, identical or
closely matching materials were applied. Given the exceptionally poor condition of the facades, the
project envisioned their total replacement, while exploring possibilities for thermal insulation of
walls and ceilings or the application of specialized mortars—all in accordance with conservation
requirements. A complete replacement of the exterior joinery (windows and doors) was planned.
The type of new joinery was intended to ensure authenticity in design, while utilizing materials that
provide maximum energy efficiency and better, more durable maintenance, considering the
inaccessibility of certain parts of the tower base and the tower itself.

Social evaluation: The key social value of the reconstructed structure lies in its new program — the
adoptive reuse. Almost eighty years after the concentration camp was terminated, the memory and
serious historical research about the victims and terrors held in the camp were still vague and
poorly documented; invisible to the general audience as a warning sign of the darkest years in
human history.

Cultural and aesthetic evaluation: The reconstruction of the Central Tower is hopefully the
beginning of broader revitalization a rare examples of large-scale Modernistic urban ensemble from
the period between two world wars. Its original architectural and urban qualities reflects the cross-
section between the broadly spread International style and its regional reinterpretations. The
original construction of Old Fairground and a serious of international events held there before the
occupation of Serbia by Nazis in WWII, shows the level of cultural, educational and technological
position of the nation within the European community of nations which has been interrupted by the
WWII but also jeopardized by the political turnovers during the second half of the twentieth century,
which has continued until the present day. Any attempt at continuing the reconstruction of the Old
Fairground would be a sign of reconciliation with the pre WWII civil society and its cultural
achievements.
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Current Name of the building
City, Country

4. Documentation
Archives/written records/correspondence etc: (state location/ address)

1. Family archive of Petar Zari¢, the enterer designer of the Central Tower — for moinformation
contact the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage Belgrade

2. Postcard archive of Milo$ JuriSic¢ - for more information contact the Museum of Science and
Technology in Belgrade

3. Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage Belgrade, documentation dossier “Old
Fairground — Gestapo’s Concentration Camp”

4. The Museum of the City of Belgrade, collection Urbanism and Architecture

Principal publications:

Bajford, J. (2011) Staro sajmiste. Mesto secanja, zaborava i sporenja, Beograd: Beogradski centar za
ljudska prava, 64, 192-221

bnarojesuh, Jb. (2008), HoBu beorpan ocriopenu monepan3am, beorpan, 3aBo 3a yiioeHuke,
beorpan, ApxurektoHcku dakynreT YHuBep3uTera y beorpany u 3aBoj 3a 3alITUTY ClIOMEHUKA
Kyntype rpaga beorpana, beorpan: 36, 254-266

Blagojevi¢, LJ. (2014), Arhitektura Beograda u veku Jugoslavije, u: Istorija umetnosti u Srbiji XX
BeK, tre¢i tom, ur. Suvakovié M., Beograd: 323-350

boxuh Mapojesuh, M. (2021), Mecra cTtpagama kao mecta cehama: o1 mpeno3HaBama Hacieha 110
Kpenpama 3ajeqanuke oamrune, KynrypHa 6amTuHa v Kpu3a: XepUTOJIOMIKH U aQpXUTEKTOHCKH
acniext, Tematcku 300pHuK, yp. Kagujesuh A., Yausepsurer y beorpany, ®unozopcku paxynrer,
beorpan: 45-64

Bykotuh-JIazap, M. (2004), Ctapo 6eorpaacko cajmutire, ['ogummak rpaga beorpana LI,
(beorpan): 143-168

Byxoruh-JIazap, M. (2007), Ctapo 6eorpajicko cajmuite, 70 ronuHa ox orBapama [Ipsor
Oeorpajackor MmehyHapoaHor cajma y3opaka, Mado YpOanuctuuku 3aBoj, CIICUjaTHO U3/IAHE,
beorpan: 2-9

Bydenosuh, C. (2006), Peutaimzanuja Crapor cajmumra beorpana, Haciiehe 7, beorpan: 3aBop 3a
3alITUTY CIOMEHUKA KyaType rpaaa beorpana: 207-216

Kanujeruh, A.(2023) JyrocnoBencka apxutekrypa usmel)y nBa ceercka para (1918-1941):
KOHTEKCTHU TyMauema, beorpan: YHausepsurer y beorpany - ®unozodcku daxynrer, 160-163
Kamanoe nenoxkpemnux xyrmypuux oooapa (2010), beorpaa: 3aBoj 3a 3alITUTY CTIOMEHUKA
KynType rpaga beorpana.

Kossanun, M. (1992), Hemauku noeop na beoepaockom cajmuwmy 1941-1944, beorpan: UaCcTUTYT
3a caBpeMeHy uctopujy: 447, 450

Jlazuh, C. u Mutposuh Kores, J. (2022), ApxutekToHcka KyaTypa mehypatHor beorpana u3
TeXHUYKe JokymeHTanuje Mcropujckor apxusa beorpazna, beorpan: Mcropujcku apxus beorpana,
113-116

Muxajnos, C. (2013), Pajko M. Tamuh 1900-1979, beorpan: 3aBoj 3a 3alITUTY CHOMEHHUKA
Kyntype rpaga beorpana, 50-69

Muxajnos, C. (2014), IToguzame cioMmenrka Ha CTapoM CajMHUILTY U BETOBO 3Hauemhe — CIOMEHUK
KpTBaMa (amucTuykor tepopa y Jloropy CajMurire u/uiam cioMeHHUK KpTBaMa TeHonuaa, y: vV
Kondepennuja JapHr CIOMEHHIIHN U CIOMEH 00€eJeXja KOJISKTUBHO nmaMherme u/uiu 3a0opas:
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Current Name of the building
City, Country

300pHUK panoBa, yp.2Kuskosuh H., beorpan: 3aBoj 3a 3amTuty cioMeHuKa KyJaType rpaja
beorpana: 125-147

Muzxajnos, C. (2017), Ctapo cajmumte — Jlorop I'ecranoa, beorpaza: 3aBoj 3a 3aIITHTY CHIOMEHUKA
Kyntype rpaga beorpana: 3-10

Muzxajnos, C. (2020), Kyntypao no6po Crapo cajmumre-Jlorop I'ectanoa — mecto 3a6opaBa u/mim
cehama, y: XV MehyHapoaHu HaydHU CKYI CPIICKHU jE€3UK, KEbHKEBHOCT, YMETHOCT, KEbUTA 3
Crpaname/JeBpeju; 250 roquna o pohema JIynsura Ban beroBeHa & cTpeMIbeHe Y YMETHOCTH:
Temarcku 300pHuK, @unonomko-ymMmeTHHukH akynrtet y Kparyjesiy, Kparyjesai: 215-231
Herosanoruh, C. u IBanuh 3apaskosuh, /1. (2023), [Tetap 3apuh cTpy4HO LIpTamke U JAeTajbUcabE /
oOpaja npBera / yHyTpallbha apxXUTeKTypa y ApBeTy, beorpaa: 3aBoj 3a 3alITHTY ClIOMEHUKA
KynType rpana beorpana, 24-37

[MTokpajai, M. (2021), beorpazacku apxutekta Munuoje Tpuukosuh (1895-1981), Naslede XXII,
beorpaa: 3aBoa 3a 3amITUTY CHIOMEHHKA KyAType rpana beorpana: 37-58

Cexymuh, A. (1957), IIpBu 6eorpancku cajam uzmely IIpBor u pyror cBerckor pata, beorpan:
lNognmmwak Myseja rpaga beorpana, IV, (beorpan): 587-595

Cnaswuh, C. (2020), ITpunor npoy4aBamy u3rpaame beorpaackor cajMuiTa u opKaHux
manudectanuja 10 1940. ronune, ®noructon 28, beorpan: 246-280

Crapo cajmumre 3+1: cajmumire, crparumre, yrounire, oynyhunocr (2008), yp. Tatuh 1., beorpan

Visual material (state location/ address)

original visual records/drawings/photographs/others: Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Heritage Belgrade

Post restoration photographs and survey drawings: Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage
Belgrade, Memorial Center Old Fairground

film/video/other sources: Memorial Center Old Fairground

List documents included in supplementary dossier
Photos including the original complex and its architecture, layout of the Central Tower, renderings
from the project of reconstruction and the final outcome - the reconstructed Central Tower

5. Fichereport

rapporteur: Tanja Conley

address: Docomomo Serbia — Society of Belgrade Architects, Kneza MiloSa 7a, Belgrade 11000,
Serbia

telephone: 381 69 5443343

e-mail: tanja.d.conley@gmail.com

date of report: January 29, 2026
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Examination by DOCOMOMO national/regional section

approval by working party co-ordinator/registers correspondent (name):

sign and date:

Current Name of the building
City, Country

Aleks_é ndra-$evic, Fﬁ:bruary 12, 2026
B Y
5 :

examination by DOCOMOMO ISC/R

type of ISC Registers/Urbanism/Landscape/Gardens:
name of ISC member in charge of the evaluation:
comment(s):

ISC approval:

Sign and date:

Working party/ID n°: date:
NAi ref no.:
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Memorial Center ,,Old Fairground "
Belgrade, Serbia
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Central Tower — Cross-section
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Memorial Center ,,Old Fairground "
Belgrade, Serbia

Structural Core — After Reconstruction
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